
O P E N I N G  P R A Y E R

Lord Jesus Christ,
We entrust our family to You and ask for Your blessing 
and protection.  We love You Lord Jesus with all our 
hearts and we ask that You help our family become more 
like the Holy Family.  Help us to be kind, loving, and 
patient with one another.  Give us all the grace we need 
to become saints and Your faithful disciples. Amen. 

Goal(s): 
• Families will read and reflect on the Fourth Joyful Mystery, the Presentation in the Temple.
• Families will answer questions about the Fourth Joyful Mystery.
• Families will discuss how the spiritual lessons of the Presentation in the Temple apply to their own 

experiences today.
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LESSON 2 REFERENCES:

Sacred Scripture
LK 2:22-52 

1 COR 1:23-24
EX 13:2

 LV 12:6-8; IS 49:6

I C E  B R E A K E R
G R E E T  L I K E  A  F R I E N D !

Groups should have about 8 people each, which 
means two or more families could be combined.  
Then tell everyone first to greet each person like a 
stranger.  Then tell everyone to greet each person 
like a friend. (Video example)
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• Bible
• “Jesus is Our Light” Candles, printables, crayons, colored pencils, glue. Go to this link, then scroll 

down to the sentence “The Homely Hours has a really cute Candlemas craft with free printables!” 
We are calling it “Jesus Is Our Light” candle.  Click on the link to download the free printable.

• Rosary Coloring Book Station: At any time during the lesson, younger children can color the 
Fourth Joyful Mystery, the Presentation in the Temple, in the Rosary coloring book. (Option 2)

• Or print coloring sheet of Presentation in the Temple  (Titled Candlemas Coloring Sheet)

M A T E R I A L S

nos. nos. nos. nos.

YEAR 3  -  LESSON 2 -  CATECHIST GUIDE WK. 1 

LIFE OF CHRIST: THE JOYFUL MYSTERIES
TOPIC: THE PRESENTATION IN THE TEMPLE

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jAkVwComI-E
https://www.catholicicing.com/ideas-for-celebrating-candlemas-feb-2/
https://catholicsprouts.com/joyful-mysteries-rosary-free-coloring-book/
https://thekennedyadventures.com/rosary-coloring-book-for-catholic-families/
http://www.supercoloring.com/coloring-pages/candlemas


TEACH1. Hook/Question 
  
Where did Joseph and Mary 
take the baby Jesus when he 
was 40 days old? 
(Answer: He was presented in the temple 
by Joseph and Mary.)

2. Introduce Topic
  

Today we are going to learn about the 
Fourth Joyful Mystery of the Rosary, 

the Presentation in the Temple. It is a 
moment in the life of Jesus, when he 

was forty days old and his parents took 
him to the temple and were greeted by 

Simeon and Anna.

3. CONTENT
Step 1: 

Invite: Let’s open our bibles to Luke 2:22-40 and read 
the story of the Fourth Joyful Mystery of the Rosary, 
the Presentation in the Temple. 

&/or 

Read the written story version below 

Explain: Last year, we read in the Old Testament about the laws God had given to Moses for His people to obey. 
One of those laws was that any family who had a firstborn son had to take that son and have him dedicated at the 
temple. To dedicate someone means to offer him to God. The parents of the firstborn son had to take an offering 
with them as they dedicated their son to God in the temple. The offering needed to be a lamb. If a family didn’t 
have enough money to bring a lamb, God allowed them to bring 2 birds called turtledoves. Mary and Joseph loved 
and obeyed God, so they knew that this baby, the Son of God, was now 40 days old and it was time for Him to be 
dedicated to the Lord. Mary and Joseph began their travel from Bethlehem to Jerusalem.

Meanwhile, in Jerusalem there was a man named Simeon who loved God. He lived a life that pleased God. The 
Gospel of Luke says that the Holy Spirit was upon Simeon. Simeon listened and obeyed God’s voice. God had 
told Simeon that he would not die until he had seen with his own eyes the Promised Christ (the Messiah). We 
don’t know how old Simeon was when God made a promise to him, but the Bible tells us that Simeon believed the 
promise and waited for the day that God would keep His promise.

One day, as Simeon was going about his work, the Holy Spirit led him to an area of the temple where he saw a 
young woman holding a baby in her arms and her husband standing with her. The Holy Spirit told Simeon that 
this baby was the Promised Savior. Immediately, Simeon went to Mary and reached out to hold her baby boy. He 
held him in his arms and began to praise God.  Listen to what Simeon said:  “Now, Master, you may let your ser-
vant go in peace, according to your word, for my eyes have seen your salvation, which you prepared in sight of all 
the peoples, a light for revelation to the Gentiles, and glory for your people Israel.” 



CONTENT CONTINUED:
Mary and Joseph were amazed at what Simeon had said about Jesus. Simeon blessed Mary and Joseph and then 
said these words to Mary, “Behold, this child is destined for the fall and rise of many in Israel, and to be a sign 
that will be contradicted (and you yourself a sword will pierce) so that the thoughts of many hearts may be re-
vealed.” 

As Simeon was praising God and blessing Mary and Joseph, there was another person in the temple that day. Her 
name was Anna. Anna was a widow. When Anna had been married for 7 years, her husband died. After her hus-
band died she began serving God in the temple. She was now 84 and was known as a prophetess. She stayed in 
the temple praying and fasting every day and night. Because she had a close relationship with the Lord, she knew 
that God had promised a Savior, and as she heard Simeon’s praises she came to see what was going on.

As soon as she saw the Child she immediately thanked the Lord for sending the Savior. 
When Mary and Joseph had done everything that the law of Moses required, they returned to Nazareth their 
home. Jesus “grew and became strong, filled with wisdom; and the favor of God was upon him.”

          Adapted from ministry-to-children.com

4. FAMILY CONVERSATION  

Have families answer these questions in their smaller family groups:  

• How is Jesus a light in your life today? 

• How is Jesus a light in your family’s life?  

• What moments of love and forgiveness has your family shared?

• How does Jesus bring your family closer together?

Step 2:

Watch: Jesus is Dedicated
Ask the large group the following questions to check
 for understanding: 
1. Why did Mary and Joseph have to take 
 Jesus to the temple?
2. What did God promise Simeon?
3. How did God keep His promise?
4. What did Simeon do when he saw Jesus?
5. Who was Anna?
6. What did she do when she saw Jesus?
7. Simeon told Mary, “Behold, this child is destined for the fall and rise of many in Israel, and to be a  
 sign that will be contradicted (and you yourself a sword will pierce) so that the thoughts of many   
 hearts may be revealed.” When Jesus grew up, how did this prophecy come true?  How did a “sword”  
 pierce Mary’s heart?
          Adapted from ministry-to-children.com

https://ministry-to-children.com/bible-lesson-simeon-and-anna-see-the-savior/
https://youtu.be/UfZsL5EYW3E
https://youtu.be/UfZsL5EYW3E
https://ministry-to-children.com/bible-lesson-simeon-and-anna-see-the-savior/


Explain: As we said, in Luke 2:32 we read Simeon’s words that Jesus is a “light for revelation to the Gentiles, and 
glory for your people Israel.” 

Craft Activity for families: Make a Jesus Is Our Light candle decoration to put in their prayer spaces or on their 
home altars to light when they pray together and remember that Jesus is there present with them.  
• Click on link. 
• Scroll down to the sentence “The Homely Hours has a really cute Candlemas craft with free printables!” 

Click on the link to download the free printable.

5. MISSION

1
2
3

First, Introduce Mission Activity

Introduce Mission Activities: Mission Activities are to be done at home 
during Week 2 and to be shared at the gathering of families on Week 3.

Last, Share your experience
Show them a picture of your home altar and tell them about the rosary and 

Jesus Is Our Light candle that you have placed there, as well as the picture of 
a special person you would like to pray for at the Week 3 gathering.

Second, Explain Activity
a. This is the month of the Rosary, so place your family rosary and/or 
your Jesus Is Our Light candle on your home altar next to your family 
bible. 
b. On November 1st, All Saints Day, we celebrate and show God that 
we are grateful for the saints who are in Heaven and for all the help they 
give us. 
c. Watch some or all of the videos on Week 2’s Family Guide 
d. On November 2nd, All Souls Day, we pray for our loved ones who 
have died as well as for all those who are in Purgatory waiting for us to 
pray for them, so they too can go to Heaven and finally be with God 
forever!
e. Find a picture of a family member or friend of the family who has 
died that you would like us all to pray for during Week 3 and on All 
Soul’s Day, or draw a picture of that person if you don’t have a photo. 
Place the photo or picture on your home altar/prayer corner. (This can 
be the same person that you prayed for last year, or you can add as many 
people as you want.) *Remind the families to bring the picture to the 
Week 3 gathering.
f. Be ready to share about who the person is, and why he/she is import-
ant to your family. Also, did that special person have a favorite saint? Do 
you have a favorite saint? Why is that saint your favorite? 
g. Gather in your prayer space/around your home altar as a family. Take 
a moment to be silent with God together, and say a prayer for your fam-
ily member or family friend, and for one another. Then end by praying 
a decade of the Rosary together while meditating on the Presentation in 
the Temple or use the video to pray the Joyful Mysteries.

https://www.catholicicing.com/ideas-for-celebrating-candlemas-feb-2/


6. REVIEW & CLOSE IN PRAYER

O Lord, teach our family to embrace our respon-
sibilities and fulfill them faithfully as Mary and 
Joseph did from the very beginning when they 
presented the baby Jesus to You in the temple.

Help us to be obedient and faithful to You. Grant 
us peace in everything we do to live our Catholic 
faith.  Give us Your grace to do our best for You. 
Amen

SUPPORTING QUOTES FROM CHURCH DOCUMENTS

Pope Benedict XVI, Homily (February 2, 2006)

The first person to be associated with Christ on the path of obedience, proven faith and shared suffering was his 
Mother, Mary. The Gospel text portrays her in the act of offering her Son:  an unconditional offering that involves 
her in the first person.

Mary is the Mother of the One who is “the glory of [his] people Israel” and a “light for revelation to the Gentiles”, 
but also “a sign that is spoken against” (cf. Lk 2:32, 34). And in her immaculate soul, she herself was to be pierced 
by the sword of sorrow, thus showing that her role in the history of salvation did not end in the mystery of the 
Incarnation but was completed in loving and sorrowful participation in the death and Resurrection of her Son.

Bringing her Son to Jerusalem, the Virgin Mother offered him to God as a true Lamb who takes away the sins of 
the world. She held him out to Simeon and Anna as the proclamation of redemption; she presented him to all as 
a light for a safe journey on the path of truth and love.

The words that came to the lips of the elderly Simeon:  “My eyes have seen your salvation” (Lk 2:30), are echoed 
in the heart of the prophetess Anna. These good and devout people, enveloped in Christ’s light, were able to see 
in the Child Jesus “the consolation of Israel” (Lk 2:25). So it was that their expectation was transformed into a 
light that illuminates history.

Simeon was the bearer of an ancient hope and the Spirit of the Lord spoke to his heart:  for this reason he could 
contemplate the One whom numerous prophets and kings had desired to see: Christ, light of revelation for the 
Gentiles.

He recognized that Child as the Savior, but he foresaw in the Spirit that the destinies of humanity would be 
played out around him and that he would have to suffer deeply from those who rejected him; he proclaimed the 
identity and mission of the Messiah with words that form one of the hymns of the newborn Church, radiant with 
the full communitarian and eschatological exultation of the fulfilment of the expectation of salvation. The enthu-
siasm was so great that to live and to die were one and the same, and the “light” and “glory” became a universal 
revelation.

Anna is a “prophetess”, a wise and pious woman who interpreted the deep meaning of historical events and of 
God’s message concealed within them. Consequently, she could “give thanks to God” and “[speak of the Child] to 
all who were looking for the redemption of Jerusalem” (Lk 2:38).

Her long widowhood devoted to worship in the temple, fidelity to weekly fasting and participation in the expec-
tation of those who yearned for the redemption of Israel culminated in her meeting with the Child Jesus.



Catechism of the Catholic Church, nos. 529 and 534

The presentation of Jesus in the temple shows him to be the firstborn Son who belongs to the Lord. With Simeon 
and Anna, all Israel awaits its encounter with the Savior – the name given to this event in the Byzantine tradition. 
Jesus is recognized as the long-expected Messiah, the “light to the nations” and the “glory of Israel,” but also “a 
sign that is spoken against.” […]

The finding of Jesus in the temple is the only event that breaks the silence of the Gospels about the hidden years 
of Jesus. Here Jesus lets us catch a glimpse of the mystery of his total consecration to a mission that flows from his 
divine sonship: “Did you not know that I must be about my Father’s work?” […]


